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THE GAMBLER is the rags-to-riches story of one of America’s wealthiest and least-known 

financial giants, self-made billionaire Kirk Kerkorian—the daring aviator, movie mogul, risk-
taker, and business tycoon who transformed Las Vegas and Hollywood to become one of the 
leading financiers in American business.  

In this engrossing biography, WILLIAM C. REMPEL digs deep to introduce a man of 

contradictions—a poorly educated genius for deal-making, an extraordinarily shy man who 
made the boldest of business ventures, a careful and calculating investor who was willing to bet 
everything on a single roll of the dice. 

BILL REMPEL’S 36-year career at the Los Angeles Times, both as a writer and an 

editor, produced a collection of high-profile projects including pre- 9-11 groundbreaking reports 
on Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda. He co-authored exclusive reports detailing secret U.S. arms 
deals with Iran, tracking tons of explosives smuggled to terrorist camps in Libya, and leases of 
Ukrainian cargo planes to Columbian drug lords. 
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