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Turkish authorities have confiscated assets belonging to non-Muslim foundations and individuals—

from the beginning of the 20th Century until the 2000s—thereby eroding their capacity to serve and 
support their communities. There have been some positive developments since 2000. 

ÖMER KANTIK, a member of the Turkey’s Armenian community, who aims to reverse a more than 

century-long practice of administrative and judicial confiscation, is currently involved in over 100 

restitution cases with attorneys Destina Kantik and Arda Kantik. Some properties have already been 

recovered. He will share the little-known story of legal reform in contemporary Turkey, the ways in 

which the claims process affects minority communities, the impact of decisions of the European 

Court of Human Rights, and other developments. 

ÖMER KANTIK represents various Armenian, Jewish, Greek and Chaldean foundations—including 

Surp Haç Tibrevank Ermeni Lisesi Vakfi—and numerous individuals.  

Attorney DESTINA KANTIK will join and translate for her father. She is a graduate of Harvard Law 
School, Robert College, and Istanbul University Law Faculty summa cum laude. She works on 
minority issues and matters of commercial law and arbitration.  

AYDA ERBAL is adjunct professor of politics at New York University and Bogazici University. She is 

also a managing editor of Hyetert, a multilingual news aggregation site in Turkey.  
 

The presentation will be in Turkish and English. 
 

St. Leon Armenian Church | Abajian Hall | Masks Recommended | Registration Required 

12-61 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, NJ / For information, call 917-837-1297 

Register for Zoom and Abajian Hall at https://bit.ly/Restitution-After-100-Years. 

Click on  https://bit.ly/StLeonEvents at the beginning of the program. 

This event is jointly sponsored by 
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THE EVENT IS FREE. 
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