DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA (EASTERN)
UNUQuNrankEehiyu USN8 LUGLhUUSh ULGRGLEUL @6EUDR

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate

THE EASTER MESSAGE OF ARCHBISHOP KHAJAG BARSAMIAN
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America

You Will Live ... and You Will Know

“O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord: ‘Behold, 1 will cause breath to enter you, and you will live! 1
will lay muscles on you, and will cause flesh to grow on you, and cover you with skin, and put breath
into you. You will live; and then you will know that I am the Lord.”” (EZEKIEL 37:3-6)

ON THE WESTERN WALL of St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral, soaring forty feet high, a stained glass
window depicts an awe-inspiring scene from the Bible. The image itself comes from the
dramatic vision in the book of Ezekiel, known as “The Valley of Dry Bones.”

But to the late artist Bogdan Grom who designed the cathedral window —and to those who first
viewed it fifty years ago, on the cathedral’s consecration day — that vision encapsulated the
story of the Armenian people, especially in the wake of the 1915 Genocide. It is the story of a
nation seemingly written out of history —reduced to bones in arid, desolate places like the
desert of Der Zor —but who were somehow brought back to life.

Who else but almighty God could have effected such a miracle? Yet the miracle of Armenian
survival would never have occurred, were it not for another miracle: the miracle we celebrate
every Easter.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is our greatest promise that God will not forsake His faithful
children. It is our greatest assurance that the power of Evil will not triumph over Good; the
greatest source of Hope in our lives.

Centuries before the birth of His Son, God spoke to the prophet Ezekiel, to convey this hope in
the most dramatic terms. Remember the words of God as He led Ezekiel through the Valley of
Dry Bones: “Son of man, can these bones live?”

“Only you know, Lord,” answered Ezekiel. And with that, God raised the dead bones, covering
them in flesh and muscle, imbuing them with the breath of life. Ezekiel had been terrified by
the vision of death and destruction. But he saw the power of God draw life out of death. And
having witnessed the miracle of Life, he knew the miracle of Hope.

The same hope was revealed on the first Easter Sunday, when three women visited the tomb of
Christ. They, too, were walking in a “valley of death” —a cemetery —and they approached the
tomb with fear and despair, for they had witnessed the crucifixion of their Lord Jesus, and seen
his dead body only days earlier.

What greeted them, however, was not a vision of death, but a promise of life: an empty tomb.
The mere sight of it was enough to dispel all fear, and fill those women with hope: a hope that
would change the world.
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In time, our ancestors awakened to this hope. The Armenians embraced the hope of the
Resurrection, first as individuals, and eventually as an entire nation. It became the vital nerve
of our civilization, the secret of our survival. How often have our people walked through the
valley of death? And how could we have endured, how could we have overcome adversity,
were it not for this precious gift of hope?

Yet our hope in the Resurrection is not a relic of the past. It is not just a pleasing story to help us
through the hard times. It is a fact of existence, which is brought home to us in unexpected
ways, in the unlikeliest of places.

This is the message of hope we need to draw strength from today, as we face our own trials.
We live in a time of great disruptions to patterns of life that have prevailed for centuries. Some
of the changes we are witnessing are arguably for the good. But others fill us with

uncertainty —even fear —for the world our children will inherit. Public opinion seems
demoralized, apprehensive, and doubtful about the future.

These are causes for concern, prayer, and reflection. But not for despair. For we are not
strangers to the valley of death. Through Christ, we have been there before. For our sake, he
experienced its terrors, accepted its wounds —and emerged victorious. And so we must never
lose faith as we walk through our own trials. For we have witnessed the miracle of Life —and
we know the miracle of Hope.

This is the hope Jesus Christ holds out to each individual soul. On this Easter Sunday, let us
affirm it together, with greater conviction than ever before:

Krisdos haryav ee merelotz. Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee.
Christ is risen from the dead. Blessed is the resurrection of Christ.

Easter 2018
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Zhruhuuyht Udkphljuyh Upbcgjbwt BEdh Unwetnpr
S. UGUY UrL. MUNUTUUTBULE QUSYUYUL MUSeUULC

NMhwh Ykunutwbwp L Mhnh Pdwbup

1] snpquis nulinpakp, jukgkp Shpne wwwqudbbpp. whw ku dkp Ypuy hanwiah onils
whwh pkpld: Cr dkgh ohnbkp whunh nwd b1 dkp Ypuy dupdhl whnh pakd ni dnppny

whwnh Swshbd b1 dkp Ulop pnils whwnh nakd: Cr pnip whwnh jEinuinubup b whnp
Jlwinup pl Eu Eu SEpp:» (696UPEL, LE. 3-6)

U. Jwpnui Uwp Swdwph wpkidnbwi npdhll’ punwuntt ninp pupdpniphwh Jpuwy pugninng
ntuudniinh gnitiwinp Wjupuqupn wyuiht Sunnuwswpni skt wntiniws Epljhiquh
wnbuwpuib Up gnjg §nt tnwy: NMunljbpht thipp wetnuws E Gqkyhk dwpqupkht gughs
wnbuh)pkl, np dwbiop k «snpgws nulynpubkpnt hnghwnp» wintwdp:

bull Uuwyp Smdwnph wquunnithwtbpnt wywkujuputpp gdwgpnn hwugnigbiuyg
wpmkunwugbn Angul @pnuht b jhumb wph wnwe Swwph oduwh opp Ukpljuy quining
hunwwnwgbwibpnit hwdwp npnup wnwehtt wmbquid nhwnkght quyt, wyn mbkuhipp Yp
Juwnwughitp hwy dnpndnipnh nphuwlwip’ dubuiwbng 1915 priuluih ghnuuywiniphub
htwnbtiwtputpp: Uuhju ywuwwndniphiut bp dongnynipgh dp, np puwn Epbingph oupniwsé kp
wuwnudmphiukl L Skp Qoph wtwwwwnht tdwt snp nt wdwyh quyptpnt Uk nujpulnynp
Jhpwdniws puyg dbiny Up YEwuph Jepulnsniws:

0" whwnh Yupbiwp wyuihuh hpwop Up qnpsty bpk ns dhuyh Udbkiwlugh Uunniws:
Uwljuyt hwy dnnnynipnh gnjuntidwi hpwopp tpplip wknh whwnh s mubkiwp wowbg nzppo
hpwoph Up, wyt gnp Yp nouklip wdtl nwph Quwnhlhb:

8huntu £phunnuh 8wpniphiup dkgh nnpniws dkswgny wiknhut £, np Uuwnniws hp
hunwunwgbwy quiuljutipp sh iptp: Ukgh mpniws dkdwgnjt hwiwuwnhpt E, np swipht

qopniphtup whwh sqglwntk puphhup. jnjuh dbdwqgnyu wnphipt k dbp Yhwbpht dke:

Pp nppngb wpluwph quyniunth pupkp wowe Uuwnniwd juouws kp Gqyhky vwpquipthi'’
thnjuwtighint hwdwp wyn jnjup wqntghly wmkuhjph dp dhongut : 8hokgkp Uuwniéng juoupnp,
Uhly wh |j wnwelinpytp Bqkljhkp snpgus nulynplbpm hndhnkh ke p hwpgkp «Qpgh
Uwpnny, wju nulnpubpp Yplhwo Jrinpwbwbo:

«Stp Uunniws, wyn nni ghnbu,» yunwupiwbws tp Bqbhl): Uyw Uunniws jupnigus kp
snpgws nuljnpubtipp, yuwnws kp quuntp dwpdhuny, ohntpny b dnppny b wupgbiws tp
Jhunwuniptwt onty: Gqbhl] vwpuwhwsd bp dwhniwt b Ynpswdwy nkuhpku puyg
wljuwbwwnbu tnué kp Uuwnnisny qopniplwi, np Ypuwp dwhku fEwbp punk), b mbkutbng
Ykliuinmipbwi hpwopp Jkpwhwu knws kp 8njuh hpuophi:

Unj jnjup juyinbinius kp wnwghtt Quunhlyht, bpp kpbp Yhubp | wyghkht £phunnup
gipkquwup: Ultntp tiu Yp puykhtt «dwhniwt hnghwnku, gipbquuwnniutu. donmbkgut
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qlipkquuiht’ Epihigny b jnuwgpnuud Jhdwlny, pulth np wjwbwwnbu kyus th hpkig
Shpne Bhuntup pwskmptwb b nkuws Ehtt wunp Uknwés dupdhip op dp wnwy:

Puyyg quiintip nhdunpnnp dwhniwb wkupypp skp, wy) Jwbph wibkinhup’ puthmp gpbquwinp:
Zuygtwigp Up vhuyt puiwpuip whwuh pup uiknt wdkt mbuwlh tplhhiy G jnuuwnpline wyy
yhtutpp jnjuny Up np whinh jknuypetn wohiwphp:

Uwnkt dp kwnp dbp twppwhwypbpp tiu upwthbgut wyn tnju jnjuptt phuiwg: Zuy dnnnympnp’
twju mthwwnwpwp bt wmyw wqgniht, nnontukg Supnipbwi jnjup, np pupdwt Ukp
punupuljppmphwi Jrbuwlwi ohnp b Ukp gnjuntidub quqnihpp: Lwih’ pulh whquuid
Utp dnnnnipnp dwhniwb hndhnkh pukg: B dkip b usyku whwnh ghtwbaghip, husytu
whnh junpwhwpkhip ndniwpniphiibbpp, bpk smibbiughtp oju’ wy publjught wwpghp:

bulj Bwpniptwl jnjup np nithup wugbwkt hwuws wohowp Up sk Zwdbh wuwndniphiu dp sk
dhuyl, np Yptwyg oqgunuajuip pjuy ndniwpht opkp phdwgpuitknt: Enjniptwt wywgnigh £ wb
npntl | winpununtwbp wiwlilyw) YEpuybpng b wibkpbiwlugbjh Juypbpne dty:

8njuh wju Wuwwnquukth yupwnhtp wihit unnwbwg wyuop, kpp ’dhp Jupght dkp
ndniwpniphtutipnit nkd jwinhdw utqtws Gup: Ujuop § wmyphtp nupbkp owpnituly
Jtwuph hwunwn ninhubpnt prwbqupdwt dudwbiwljuopowitht Uke: ®@nithnuniphiuttpki
ndwlp, qnpu Yp wpdwpklp, hpttwh punpuljubopku npuljuit pjpuy: Fuyg wy
thnthnjuntphi ik Ukq pthopniptwi, injuhuly Juuh, §p dwnbbl, dnwsk) nugn] pk

h uswhuh wohuwph dp wyhwnh dunwbgkh dkp quuulibpp: Zwbpughl jupshpp pupnjupniws,
dnwywfu kL juuljuénun Y pnih pju) wyuquyh tfundwdp:

Ldwt Epbinjputp wnhp §nt nut dinwhngnitint, wnoptnt bt junphppuskint. puyg ny Eppkp
mruwpnibne: dwub gh dktup wiswbop skup dwhniwt hnhwnht: Ujpuntnkt mbigws tup
£phuwnnuh ounphht: Utp thpyniptwt hwdwp Lphunnu hip dwpwljtg winp wphwthppubpp,
Jungnuinm kgun puyyg junpwlul hwinhuwgun: Upnpupbte bppbp synpuiigikp dip hwiwnpp
uhts Yp puypkup dbp thnpdmphwitg nuownht dkpkt: Uktp thnpdwnniphiup nithtip Yhwph
hpwypht i ghnnkup 8njuh hpwopnp:

Uju jnjutt £ np 8huniu £phuwnnu hipwpwiship hnghh Yp pnunwbwg: Uju Quunhljh opny
Uhwutwpwp funship winp wikih junpntul] hwdngniung pub kpphp:

Lphuwnnu jupbwut h Uknking:
Ophikuy F Swpniphril Lppuinnup
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